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California State University 
Trustee Steven Stepanek visited 
San Jose State and met with Asso-
ciated Students in the A.S. House 
to discuss various concerns in-
cluding the Student Success Fee 
and the uncertainty of the Afri-
can-American Studies depart-
ment yesterday.
Stepanek joined six A.S. mem-
bers and three representatives 
from Students for Racial Equali-
ty in the Fireside Room as part of 
statewide CSU campus visitations.
“The main reason for trustees 
(to) do any sort of visit is for fact 
finding and to learn more about 
the different local cultures of the 
campus,” Stepanek said.
Stepanek met with members 
of the presidential cabinet in the 
morning, with the exception of 
President Mohammad Qayoumi 
who was not on campus and with 
deans of several colleges and the 
academic senate.
“I want to meet with student 
leadership, faculty leadership and 
various members of the adminis-
tration so I get a better picture of 
what’s actually happening,” Ste-
panek said.
Mykel Jeffrey, director of Inter-
nal Affairs of Associated Students, 
asked Stepanek for an update on 
the Student Success Fee, which is a 
fee 13 of the 23 CSU campuses cur-
rently employ.
“SJSU was one of the first cam-
puses to actually have a success 
fee and it has increased quite a 
bit,” Jeffrey said. “We want to work 
with our administration to make 
it more accountable and to find a 
good price and balance to where 
we want it to go.”
Stepanek said a preliminary re-
port on the fee was announced at 
the trustees’ last board meeting 
two weeks ago, and a finalized re-
port with recommendations will 
be announced in March followed 
by a vote.
“One of the reasons they give a 
preliminary report is to get feed-
back through an open board meet-
ing,” Stepanek said.
Stepanek said campuses are 
figuring out how money associat-
ed with this fee will be used with 
the help of students.
“It is of course the students 
who would vote on it, subject to 
an overall approval by the cam-
pus president then subject to an 
overall approval of the chancellor,” 
Stepanek said. “Again this is in the 
draft, this language can change.”
Lourdes Amante, director of Ex-
ternal Aff airs of Associated Students,
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By Jasmine Leyva
@leyvaleyv3
Th e hate crime involving the bul-
lying of an African-American stu-
dent, Donald Williams Jr., and the 
four white males he lived with in the 
Campus Village dormitories of San 
Jose State had its December trial date 
moved.
According to Santa Clara district 
attorney public communications of-
fi cer Sean Webby, the trial date is now 
set to Feb. 9 of next year at 8:45 a.m.
“It could have been rescheduled 
for a number of things – one side 
needs more information, issues 
might have come up or some sort of 
confl ict,” Webby said.
Th e original court date was sched-
uled in June this year for yesterday by 
Judge Lori Pegg on charges of mis-
demeanor battery and hate crimes 
against Logan Beaschler, Joseph 
Bomgardner and Colin Warren.
As to whether the case will reach a 
trial is still unknown.
A juvenile who also resided in 
Room 704 at the time still remains 
unidentifi ed.
Beaschler, Bomgardner and War-
ren were expelled from all CSU and 
UC campuses, according to reports 
from the Spartan Daily in May 2013.
“Th is is in the hands of the justice 
department,” said Pat Lopes Harris, 
media relations director for SJSU.
During the time of residency in 
the campus dorms, Williams was the 
subject of his roommates’ bullying.
His roommates referred to him as 
“three-fi fths” of a person among oth-
er racial slurs.
In February, the campus admin-
istration released a report that con-
cluded no specifi c administration 
policies were violated and the admin-
istration was in no way at fault, ac-
cording to reports from the Spartan 
Daily.
“San Jose State wants to be sup-
portive as we can to the district attor-
ney with decisions,” Harris said.
Th e lawyers of the defendants and 
Williams’ lawyer were not able to 
comment at the time of publishing.
Jasmine Leyva is the Spartan 
Daily Managing Editor.
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Weekend Recap
Catch up with Spartan 
Athletics for last week-
end’s sporting events.
Concerns bring Trustee to SJSU
Oakland in fl ames for Ferguson
Brandon Chew | Spartan Daily
A protester stands before the line of police after they passed a bonfi re at 9th Street and Broadway in downtown Oakland on the night of Nov. 24. 
Th e protest, which devolved into looting and rioting, was one of many protests across the country in response to the grand jury’s decision not to 
indict offi  cer Darren Wilson in the killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo. 
Visit SpartanDaily.com for more photos and video of the Oakland riots
Th is Week Today
Watch this week’s video 
for updates on the news 
and more on YouTube and 
at spartandaily.com.
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5th annual Silicon Valley 
Film Festival wows 
audiences.
Crime Log
UPD Service Cart caught 
on fi re, subject arrested 
for suspicion of arson and 
being drunk in public.
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San Jose & Ferguson
Protests in solidarity 
with Ferguson, Mo. and 
the family of Michael 
Brown walked through 
San Jose.
Social Counterpoints
Kristen Wirtz and 
Samuel Brannan  go 
head to head over 
Instagram and social 
media.
By Samson So
@SamsonSo426
San Jose State looks to the 
future as the university plans 
to create a new Student Rec-
reation and Aquatic Center on 
campus.
Surveys were emailed Tues-
day, Nov. 18 by Facilities Devel-
opment and Operations, asking 
what students would want in 
the new facility.
Cathy Busalacchi, associate 
vice president of Campus Life 
in Student Affairs, elaborated 
on the importance of survey 
participation.
“It’s a priority that we sur-
veyed students and had focus 
groups that verif ied the infor-
mation we had in our surveys,” 
Busalacchi said. “We also had 
student advisory groups that 
worked with us to get a student 
perspective.”
The Student Affairs depart-
ment has held several surveys 
dating back to 2002, confirm-
ing the overall student desire 
for a new recreational center.
Additions to choose from 
included basketball courts, a 
climbing wall, a social area, a 
weight room area, yoga/pipettes 
rooms and even a juice bar.
According to Christopher 
Brown, associate vice president 
of Facilities Development and 
Operations, the Student Recre-
ation and Aquatic Center will 
start construction after other 
campus sites, such as the old Stu-
dent Union, the Health Center, 
the Spartan Complex and the new 
Campus Village.
Th e new recreational facility 
will replace the brick dormitories 
near the Event Center, which will 
be demolished before construc-
tion starts.
Th e estimated cost for the new 
Student Recreation and Aquatic 
Center is $93 million.
Brown emphasized the funds 
used for the construction of the 
recreational center can only be 
used for that purpose. Redirect-
ing the funds to another source 
such as funding for classes would 
not be an option.
See Pool on page 2
See Trustee on page 2
Campus pool on deck for students
Climbing wall, juice bar, yoga, more on student survey
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For more information and a 
revised construction map go to 
http://goo.gl/kcbvTe
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Immigration Question
Obama’s executive order 
is a remedy for failed 
bipartisanship.
Driving Me Crazy
Why driving drives me 
crazy and why I pump 
the brakes before getting 
behind the wheel. 
A&E
Page 3
Day of Truce in WWI
A Christmas wish from 
the Great War: A play 
that captures the holiday 
season with a bow of 
history.
Old-school Laughs
San Jose’s Improv hosts an 
oldie but goodie comedic 
standup.
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Opera’s Love & Laughs
Opera San Jose’s latest 
performance brings 
humor and drama from 
one end of the medittera-
nean to the other in “Th e 
Italian Girl in Algiers.”
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5th Annual Silicon Valley Film 
Festival seeking SJSU entries
By Samson So
@SamsonSo426
A room of 17 people sat 
in the Milpitas Library Au-
ditorium for the 5th Anni-
versary Silicon Valley Film 
Festival on Sunday.
Created by director P.V. 
Moorthi five years ago, the 
film festival featured sev-
eral award winning inde-
pendent films that stood 
out in the diverse interna-
tional movie industry.
Festival president Cheenu 
Krishnan spoke of the inspi-
ration of starting a company 
devoted to fi lm.
“The vision was to cre-
ate a film festival where 
movie makers could unite 
to showcase their talents,” 
Krishnan said.
Moorthi recalls the fi rst 
time the two met as fi lmmak-
ers at the Milpitas Library to 
shoot a quick, short fi lm in-
volving a shopping cart that 
sparked the two’s decision to 
push for the festival idea.
“What we wanted to do 
is create a landmark event in 
Silicon Valley,” Krishnan said. 
“If you go to any third world 
country, people only know 
movies from Hollywood.”
The festival crew re-
ceives approximately 150-
200 entries internation-
ally and pick the top 20 to 
screen at their festivals. 
Sunday’s event featured 
films from Spain, New 
York, Texas and Estonia.
Th e Silicon Valley Film 
Festival is part of a week-long 
series of events during the 
Silicon Valley Conference.
“Silicon Valley has 
changed this world upside 
down and we want to make 
sure it is seen all over the 
world,” Krishnan said. “We 
want to combine the tech-
nology in Silicon Valley 
with the film industry to 
bring the world here.”
Moorthi and Krishnan 
emphasized the impor-
tance of Silicon Valley as 
the birth place of digital 
filmmaking and digital 
media. They said they want 
to make sure these events 
aren’t just viewed locally 
but internationally as well.
According to Moorthi, 
awards such as Best Short, 
Best Feature, Best Student 
Film and Best Green Earth 
Film are just a few of the 
awards selected by a panel 
of prominent filmmakers 
who watch 200 movies be-
fore making decisions.
“It’s a platform for film-
makers to meet each other 
and it gives them a good 
opportunity for any of 
them to tell their stories,” 
Moorthi said.
Th e event featured six 
fi lms, and attendees of the 
event said they found the fi lms 
diverse and entertaining.
Dean Gacusan of San Jose 
found the short “Moments” 
especially interesting.
“Moments” depicted a 
young boy who fi nds an old 
camera with fi lm rolls that 
help him discover his family’s 
past.
“I felt the characters 
showed a real emotional 
connection to each other 
and it made it incredi-
bly touching to watch at 
times,” Gacusan said.
Th e festival ended with 
Oscar nominee Robert 
Stone’s “Pandora’s Promise,” 
which was a documentary 
on the negative perspective of 
nuclear energy as an energy 
resource.
Krishnan also said he 
hopes students from San 
Jose State will enter their 
own films for potential 
screenings and awards.
“We’ll be looking to post 
more f lyers on campus so 
that students at San Jose 
State can enter their films 
into the different catego-
ries,” Krishnan said.
Samson So is a Spartan 
Daily staff  writer.
Lauren 
Hernandez 
Spartan Daily
CSU Trustee 
Steven Stepanek 
updates 
students on the 
Student Success 
Fee during a 
meeting with 
Associated 
Students 
on Tuesday 
afternoon in the 
Fireside Room of 
the A.S. House.
Crime Log
       10:47 a.m.
An officer was dispatched to the Fourth Street garage on the report 
of a vehicle that was burglarized. No suspect information was avail-
able and the investigation remains ongoing.
The following events were taken from 
the University Police Department’s daily crime log. 
Information compiled by Vincent Vicini
24
MON
27
THURS       2:14 a.m.
Officers were dispatched to Campus Village on the report of a 
UPD service cart on fire. Officers extinguished the flames and con-
tacted a subject. The subject was arrested on suspicion of arson, 
misappropriation of found property and being drunk in public.
29
SAT       11:30 a.m.
An officer contacted a subject outside of campus and determined the 
subject had two outstanding warrants for her arrest. The subject was 
arrested and booked into county jail.
1
2
3
4
       11:16 p.m.
An officer witnessed a subject drinking an alcoholic beverage on cam-
pus near Duncan Hall. The officer determined the subject had been pre-
viously contacted and warned about this violation. The officer issued 
the subject a citation for drinking an alcoholic beverage on campus.
From Page 1
Daniel No, associate director of Plan-
ning Design and Construction spoke of the 
importance of a recreational area for the 
university’s reputation.
“You have to compare our campus to 
other schools, and when you’re looking at 
our recreational area, it’s a little outdated,” 
No said. “What I know is that when you’re 
a freshman and you’re looking to choose a 
university, facilities really play a role.”
Busalacchi reaffi  rmed the university’s 
goal to prepare for the future and to meet 
the needs of students on campus.
“A lot of other campuses like Northridge 
and Cal Poly Pomona are making facilities 
that are larger because their students are 
more active and recreational,” Busalacchi 
said. “We’re having growth in our general club 
organizations, especially in our club sports, 
and they need a place to meet because they’re 
going off  campus right now.”
Other planned construction sites include 
a new pool. SJSU hopes to replace the compe-
tition pool area with a new one and a recre-
ational pool for casual swimmers.
“Th e survey goal is to prioritize, which 
is important so we can get more things in-
cluded,” Brown said. “We want to make sure 
we’re not overpaying and it will help us decide 
what is absolutely necessary.”
Results of the survey will be an-
nounced tomorrow at the Student Union 
Theater (located at the East Expansion) 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
“We’re trying to be a progressive univer-
sity, and since students are the ones who 
are helping fund the recreational center, 
they should be able to decide what goes in 
it,” Brown said. “Your opinion matters.”
Samson So is a Spartan Daily staff  writer.
Pool:  New student recreation center
From Page 1
asked for Stepanek’s perspective on the 
proposed Student Body Organization Vol-
untary Student Representation Fee, which 
proposes a voluntary system-wide student 
fee of $4 for the academic year to ensure 
representation of CSU students at the 
state and federal level.
Stepanek said he thinks the issue will be 
presented to the board in January, which 
means they will not vote on it until March.
“For anything that is a voting issue, there 
is an open comment time,” Stepanek said. 
“We get to hear from students, you know, 
whatever the issue is, we get to hear from the 
people that are involved in terms of insight.”
Amante said Associated Student’s 
goal is to ensure the trustees’ decisions 
should benefit the campus community.
“I think sometimes trustees and peo-
ple in the CSU system forget that they’re 
serving students and sometimes get 
so wrapped up in ‘it’s a business sec-
tor’ instead of an educational system,” 
Stepanek said. “Ultimately, I want our 
trustees to remember that everything 
they decide is for the students.”
A.S. President Gary Daniels requested 
an update on the African-American 
Studies department, which was placed 
on moratorium by administration.
“Last Fall when I was involved in the 
effort to save it, there was a morato-
rium,” Daniels said. “If the department 
is in the same situation two years later, 
it’s basically like postponing a death.”
Stepanek said the issue was dis-
cussed three board meetings ago and 
told students he would check on the cur-
rent status of the issue.
“Well the chancellor issued a morato-
rium saying that it could not be removed 
without his permission for further notice,” 
Stepanek said. “I’ll defi nitely check on that.”
In regards to Qayoumi’s decision to the 
no contract bid with Cisco, Stepanek said 
he has not had the opportunity to talk with 
people directly aff ected by the decision.
“There are definitely in hindsight 
things that he should have done to be 
more consultative and informative, but 
in terms of to what extent something 
was proper or improper, I feel at this 
point I can’t acknowledge (the issue),” 
Stepanek said.
Stepanek said the CSU pushes for all 
issues to be as transparent as possible, 
but there are some circumstances that 
are inclusive to a group of people.
“Again, I’m not trying to second guess 
this, but I will say that within the overall pol-
icy guidelines for the CSU, it is legal to spec-
ify that you are going to get a piece of equip-
ment from a specifi c vendor,” Stepanek said.
The no contract bid has not been dis-
cussed in a board meeting, according to 
Stepanek.
Lauren Hernandez is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
Trustee:  Stepanek updates A.S. 
on student fees, dept. funding
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By Kristen Wirtz
@kristenwirtz2
“Truce: A Christmas 
Wish from the Great War” 
made its world premiere at 
City Lights Th eater Compa-
ny on Nov. 22.
Th e performance was 
both heartwarming and 
captivating as playwrights 
Kit Wilder and Jeff rey Brac-
co captured an unexpected 
Christmas to remember 100 
years later.
Th e play, set in the mid-
dle of WWI, depicts what 
it was like for soldiers on 
Christmas Day when a 
cease fi re occurred in honor 
of celebrating the holiday.
Carols were sung on 
both sides, goods were ex-
changed between one an-
other and for one day the 
battlefi eld was silent, with-
out gunfi re and warfare.
Although generals were 
in opposition to the cease 
fi re, it didn’t stop the sol-
diers from celebrating the 
holiday.
Soccer games were 
played among those who 
didn’t attend church.
Some gathered in a run-
down chapel to sing and cel-
ebrate together.
Bracco and Wilder 
Truce, a Christmas Wish 
starts holiday season
Spartan Daily 
Theater Review
Arnez J. brings long, loud 
laughs to San Jose Improv
Spartan Daily 
Comedy Review
By Jonathan Giddens
@JayofthePeople
Arnez J. said his job is to make people 
laugh.
It has been some time since I last saw one 
of Arnez J.’s performances, so I attended his 
show at San Jose Improv on Nov. 8.
Arnez J. is well known for his standup 
acts in “All Star Comedy Jam: Live from 
South Beach 2009,” his comedy special 
“Racially Motivated” in 2013 and Black 
Entertainment Television’s “Comic View.”
After seeing many comedians perform 
on stage, I noticed it is likely that avid, 
comedy showgoers possibly hear recycled 
jokes.
Th at can especially be the case when 
transitioning from watching a comedian on 
a screen to a live performance.
Everything I heard from Arnez J. that 
Saturday night was brand new to my ears 
and seemed new to everyone else in the 
audience. 
Th ere was never a lull of silence 
throughout his entire hour-and-a-half set.
Onstage, Arnez J. has the comical agility 
of Jim Carrey — no topic is off  limits.
He describes his comedy as fl at-out 
racially based.
“I do the type of comedy I do because 
everybody is becoming too sensitive about 
things,” Arnez J. said. “We’re starting to look 
weak to other countries.”
His routine covered an eclectic range of 
topics.
Some of the most memorable topics 
were his detailing of a sexual encounter 
with a deaf woman, his grotesquely shaped 
mother and the prevalence of interracial 
couples in San Jose’s audience.
Th e latter topic was unique to the San 
Jose audience, describing it as “our thing 
out here.”
He acted out the hypothetical sexual 
relationship between two members in the 
audience — a woman from London and an 
African-American man.
It was particularly memorable because 
of his stereotypical portrayal of  an English 
Caucasian enjoying her sexual experience 
with a black man.
Fans familiar with J.’s earlier stand up 
acts will certainly not be disappointed by 
his live performance.
He displayed a variety of new material, 
but still performed a classic gem — a 
tribute to his disability stricken, mentally 
challenged brother Rodney who, from J.’s 
portrayal, is one of the most callous people 
one can come across.
In his portrayal, J. pulls his pants up 
around his stomach leaving them hanging 
as highwaters and proceeds to walk with an 
exaggerated limp, simulating his brother’s 
shorter leg, almost as if he needs to wind up 
the shorter leg to prepare it to take a step.
His depiction of Rodney during his fi rst 
sexual encounter is fi lled with Rodney 
cursing at a woman so much he failed to 
realize she left before they got started.
An audience member that came late into 
the show disturbed those seated around 
him because he couldn’t stop laughing.
J. talked about his visit to the “bean town” 
of Boston, Mass., mimicking his friend’s 
Boston accent as he scoots a mother****** 
off  at the end of every sentence.
Arnez J. provides a comedic and candid 
portrayal of his life’s circumstances.  
He admitted to having no problem 
likening his mother’s body shape to a stop 
sign.  Nor did he have a problem admitting 
to preferring anesthesia and hospital 
treatment to having teeth removed.
One is treated to gut-wrenching laughter 
for only $23.
Anyone who had a hard day or a hard 
life can escape for the bit of time to see J.’s 
performance.
While in J.’s audience, no one had 
anything on his or her mind to worry about.
Jonathan Giddens is a Spartan Daily staff  
writer.
wrote the play and also 
brought these unforgetta-
ble moments onto the stage 
with the help of an excep-
tional cast who delved into 
their roles as both warriors 
and activists.
The main actors include 
Anna Friedmann (Caitlin 
Papp), Georg (Max Tachis), 
Maggie Williams (Alli-
son Meneley) and Tommy 
Williams (Drew Benjamin 
Jones).  
Questions about the 
war’s gruesomeness were 
raised and the soldiers’ 
humanity were brought 
forth.
The play was informa-
tive with the use of a time-
line of events that led to 
the war and entertaining 
as humorous scenes were 
scattered throughout the 
tense parts.
Three TV sets located 
on the left and right sides 
of the stage added ele-
ments of the time period 
as they played various pho-
tos from the battlefields 
on Christmas Day in 1914, 
giving more depth and per-
sonality to the sets.
Sandbags lined the the-
ater entrances and wood-
en walls and barriers gave 
an eerie feeling of the war 
scenes.
Minutes later, presents 
in baskets and singing girls 
gave way to a lighthearted 
mood.
Using alternate lighting 
for scenes, the actors were 
able to manipulate the 
small set and execute a va-
riety of different storylines 
without having to exit the 
stage.
The sounds of machine 
guns, helicopters and ex-
plosions by sound design-
er and composer George 
Psarras helped put the 
audience into the element 
that Bracco and Wilder 
were trying to capture.
The play used both 
historical and emotional 
elements to tie a moving 
piece on the brutality of 
war and the compassion of 
mankind.
Although some com-
ponents of the play may 
be deemed a little cheesy, 
such as the accents used 
to depict  German and En-
glish, it does bring joy and 
cheer to this Christmas 
season.
“Truce: A Christmas 
Wish from the Great War” 
is definitely worth going 
to see since it informs and 
leaves a feeling of joy.
Shows will play until 
Dec. 21 and tickets can be 
purchased online at cltc.
org.
Kristen Wirtz is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer.
Kristen Wirtz | Spartan Daily
Director Kit Wilder (right) receives gifts from his cast members for the opening night of 
‘Truce: A Christmas Wish from the Great War.’
Although generals 
were in opposition to 
this cease fi re, it didn’t 
stop the soldiers 
from celebrating the 
holiday.
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By Wesley moots
@SteveWes
Th e curtain rose and unleashed 
a wave of fantastic fun at the 
California Th eatre with Opera San 
Jose's performance of “Th e Italian 
Girl in Algiers” on Friday.
One of Gioachino Rossini’s two 
most famous operas, the other 
being “Th e Barber of Seville,” “Th e 
Italian Girl in Algiers” was written 
by Rossini when he was only 21, 
according to Larry Hancock, 
general director for Opera San 
Jose.
Rossini was known in the 1810s 
for his control of musical form that 
allowed him to write very good 
operas very quickly, Hancock said. 
“Th e Italian Girl in Algiers” 
was written in 1813 and one of 13 
operas written in less than four 
years.
Opera San Jose’s performance 
was enthralling from beginning 
to end with a beautiful set, 
hilarious chorus and fantastic 
performances.
Th e opera is told in two acts, 
opening with Mustafa (Nathan 
Stark), ruler of Algiers, declaring 
he is tired of his wife constantly 
trying to please him.
He says he'd now like one of 
the Italian girls that drive their 
husbands crazy.
Mustafa decides the best 
thing to do is marry off  his wife 
Elvira (Isabella Ivy) to his Italian 
slave Lindoro (Michael Dailey), if 
Lindoro will take Elvira with him 
back to Italy.
Lindoro tries to refuse 
Mustafa because he already has 
a love back in Italy, but when 
Mustafa won’t listen, he says 
he might marry her when they 
arrive in Italy.
Right after the arrangement 
is made, an Italian ship crashes 
into a tree and all the passengers 
are taken hostage. Among the 
hostages is Lindoro’s love Isabella 
(Lisa Chavez).
Mustafa falls for Isabella 
at fi rst sight, but Isabella is 
cunning and uses her charm to 
fool Mustafa to gain freedom for 
herself, Lindoro and all the Italian 
prisoners including the dopey 
Taddeo (Matthew Hanscom).
Taddeo went on the ship 
with Isabella hoping to win 
her affections, but he is far too 
foolish for Isabella, who uses his 
interest to her advantage.
Cases of mistaken identity 
play heavily into the comedy, 
with Mustafa having no idea 
about Lindoro and Isabella’s love, 
believing that Taddeo is Isabella’s 
uncle, and Isabella believing that 
Lindoro has decided to leave her 
for Mustafa’s wife Elvira.
The chorus brings life to 
nearly every scene as they 
rapidly switch roles between 
Mustafa’s court of eunichs, 
a band of pirates and Italian 
prisoners captured by the same 
pirates.
Th e second show in the 2014-15 
season from Opera San Jose, “Th e 
Italian Girl in Algiers” returns 
many of the cast members who 
also performed in “Rigoletto.”
Hanscom, who played the 
title character in “Rigoletto,” 
returns as the comical Taddeo, 
his performance as the straight 
man sets up some of the best 
humor in the show.
Ivy and Chavez trade places 
from the previous show.
Ivy played the female lead 
Gilda in “Rigoletto” and Chavez 
played a third act, supporting 
role before taking the dynamic 
lead as Isabella.
Both women gave outstanding 
performances in “Rigoletto” and 
amazed with their roles in this 
latest performance.
Stark was not in “Rigoletto,” 
but his performance as Mustafa 
commands the stage at all times.
A fantastic counterpart to 
Chavez’s composed, disciplined 
and refined Isabella, Stark’s 
body language, dramatic faces 
and emotional outbursts keep 
him in the spotlight even when 
he isn’t singing in his resounding 
bass voice.
Overall, this was the best 
performance I have ever seen 
from Opera San Jose, and I am 
really looking forward to their 
next performance in February: 
the world premier of Weiser’s 
“Where Angels Fear to Tread."
Wesley Moots is a Spartan Daily 
staff  writer.
'The Italian Girl in 
Algiers' is a wacky, 
romantic fantasy 
Spartan Daily 
Theater Review
Pat Kirk |Opera San Jose
Resident artist Lisa Chavez as Isabella with Nathan Stark as Mustafa in "The Italian Girl in Algiers." 
The opera by Gioachino Rossini had audiences rolling Nov. 15-30.
Opera San Jose's latest 
play brings a lighthearted 
humor, mistaken identity 
and unrequited romance
Opera San Jose’s 
performance 
was enthralling 
from beginning 
to end with a 
beautiful set, 
hilarious chorus 
and fantastic 
performances.
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President Barack Obama voiced his plan 
to protect up to 5 million undocumented 
immigrants from deportation in a national 
address on immigration last week.
His executive order focuses on remov-
ing the threat of deportation to undoc-
umented parents of U.S. citizens and 
residents who have lived in the country 
more than five years.
It will allow immigrants under the age 
of 30 to apply for a deportation deferral 
as part of the 2012 Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program.
These sweeping changes are necessary 
for a country unable to come to a joint decision on 
employing working immigration reform.
Immigration reform has been a controversial 
debate for politicians for decades, and this is the first 
step in implementing a comprehen-
sive plan that would benefit roughly 
half of the undocumented immi-
grants in the U.S.
Some Republican lawmakers 
have voiced opposition to the order, 
claiming it is overreaching and out 
of Obama’s executive power to implement.
I understand why some are uneasy about his exec-
utive order since it is not a law that is passed through 
Congress, but therein lies the problem.
Last year, Obama passed a bipartisan bill in the 
Senate that increased border 
patrol agents and allowed 
undocumented citizens a 
pathway to citizenship if 
they paid a fine and tax-
es, according to a Politico 
article titled “Immigration 
reform bill 2013: Senate 
passes legislation 68-32.”
The House of Representatives has refused to 
vote on this bill, which would be advantageous 
for undocumented immigrants and for the 
country as a whole.
This is why Obama felt it was necessary to 
take action into his own hands.
Attorneys general in Texas and Oklahoma are 
preparing lawsuits against Obama’s executive or-
der since he is bypassing Congress, according to 
a CNN article titled “Republicans hammer legal 
case against Obama on immigration.”
Sen. John McCain said the order “will set back 
important bipartisan eff orts to reform our broken immi-
gration system and secure our nations borders,” accord-
ing to the article.
Th e whole idea of a bipartisan agreement is for two 
political parties to cooperate with 
each other, but that is impossible if one 
group refuses to consider a bill that 
would actually improve immigration.
How does one improve a broken 
system?
By being realistic.
There are roughly 11 million undocumented im-
migrants in the U.S. and a majority have lived in the 
country for roughly 10 years, according to the Migra-
tion Policy Institute.
An estimated 65 percent of undocumented immi-
grants are in the civilian labor force and approximate-
ly 3.5 million undocumented immigrants live below 
the federal poverty line, according to the Migration 
Policy Institute.
These undocumented immigrants have lived here 
for years, raised families, paid rent and worked hard 
in order to survive.
It’s impractical to think deporting 11 million undocu-
mented immigrants would solve the immigration problem.
That would mean millions of jobs left vacant, in-
cluding many jobs scoffed at by Americans.
According to the Immigration Accountability 
Executive Action fact sheet from the White House 
website, Obama’s order plans on deporting criminals 
by placing suspected terrorists, violent criminals, 
gang members and recent border crossers at the top 
of deportation priority.
In regards to individuals who have lived in the 
U.S. for more than five years or are parents of citizens 
or residents, they must pass criminal and national 
security background checks and pay taxes, according 
to the fact sheet.
Obama said in his speech, “Are we a nation that tol-
erates the hypocrisy of a system where workers who 
pick our fruit and make our beds never have a chance 
to get right with the law? Or are we a nation that gives 
them a chance to make amends, take responsibility 
and give their kids a better future?”
This executive order is neither written in stone nor 
guaranteed to survive.
Several lawmakers have toyed with the idea of 
suing Obama but our president raised an important 
issue Americans should consider, whether they’re 
lawmakers or ordinary citizens.
Like Obama said in his speech, America is and 
always will be a nation of immigrants.
Lauren is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
Obama’s executive order is fi rst 
step in reforming immigration 
This executive order is 
neither written in stone 
nor guaranteed to survive
Follow Lauren
on Twitter 
@Stevewes
Freedom once granted by cars has turned into a metal prison
As I entered “teenagedom,” the pros-
pect of getting my driver’s license was 
massively appealing.
I could only imagine how liberating 
it was to get behind the wheel and drive 
myself around, play the music I wanted 
to listen and get where I wanted to be, 
untethered from my parents’ schedule 
and availability.
Because I was too young to be hired by 
an actual employer, I would babysit almost 
daily after school so I could save money in 
anticipation of purchasing my own vehicle.
At 16, that’s exactly what I did.
I bought a used 1993 Nissan Altima. 
It was forest green, had a CD-player 
installed in it and even though it was 
only a few years younger than me, I 
loved that car.
I was finally able to taste the free-
dom teenagers crave.
Sometimes I would just sit in it 
outside my house, testing different CDs 
and fiddling with the audio equalizer to 
achieve optimal sound.
Indeed, actually leaving my driveway 
and navigating the streets by myself 
was the best part of finally having my 
own automobile.
Friend wanted to hang out? Fine, I’ll 
be there sooner than I would be on my 
now inferior bicycle.
No more having to ask mom and dad 
for a ride. I could just go — only 
after asking permission, of course.
I have been driving for nearly 
a decade now and it’s still my 
primary mode of transporta-
tion, but goodness gracious, 
that feeling of freedom has 
almost entirely evaporated.
According to the annual Traf-
fi c Scorecard from INRIX, a data 
aggregator that provides traffi  c 
info to GPS systems and telecom-
munications companies, San 
Jose is ranked seventh in its list of worst 
traffi  c cities in the United States and San 
Francisco is ranked third. 
That’s two Bay Area 
cities only 50 miles 
apart in the top 10.
It’s not just the cities 
themselves that are aw-
ful to drive through, it’s 
the highways in particular that make 
driving so miserable.
A report released in September 
from The Road Information Program, 
a Washington, DC based national 
transportation organization, shows 
34 percent of major urban roads and 
highways throughout California are in 
poor condition.
On a more local level, the report 
titled “California Transportation by the 
Numbers: Meeting the State’s 
Need for Safe and Effi  cient 
Mobility,” shows that San Jose 
drivers are paying the price 
due to accelerated vehicle de-
preciation, additional repair 
costs, increased gas use and 
tire wear.
Driving on deficient roads 
costs each San Jose driver 
as much as $1,700 per year 
in the form of extra vehicle 
operating costs because of 
driving on roads in need of repair, lost 
time and fuel due to congestion-related 
delays and the cost of traffic accidents 
in which roadway 
features likely were 
a contributing 
factor.
The same report 
shows that drivers 
spend an additional 39 hours per year 
stuck in traffic — nearly a week’s worth 
of vacation time.
Those are some of the most agoniz-
ing, frustrating hours of the year.
Minutes continue to pass. The odom-
eter nearly comes to a halt.
The speedometer’s needle hovers 
between zero and five miles per hour. 
My blood pressure rises, my chest con-
stricts and I let the expletives f ly.
The car, which was once synony-
mous with unrestricted freedom, now 
feels more like a metal prison.
I’m frequently caught in a commute 
that takes nearly an hour, one which 
should only take about 25 minutes in a 
free-f low situation.
There is so much congestion and so 
many bad drivers texting, doing their 
makeup, eating sloppy sandwiches 
and digging into their nose (I’ll never 
understand why people think we can’t 
see them do that in their cars).
I’m not sure if we can pave our way 
out of this congestion, and there are 
already several driving laws that are 
enforced, but not necessarily followed.
Public transportation is an option, of 
course, but often during commute times, 
buses and trains are at capacity as well.
Perhaps it’s just the price of living in 
the fastest growing region in California. 
I know it’s not cheap.
In fact, figures from the state De-
partment of Finance show that Santa 
Clara County is the fastest growing 
county in California, attracting armies 
of tech workers.
I still appreciate my driver’s license 
and the liberty it offers, but damn, it’s 
hard to get around the Bay Area.
Vincent Vicini is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer. 
Follow Vincent 
on Twitter 
@thebigvinnie
Th at feeling of freedom has 
almost entirely evaporated
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Spartans shoot their way to victory over Bearcats
Spartans 79. Bearcats 54
By Beverly Ukpabi
@CheerBev09
Th e San Jose State women’s basketball 
team fi nished the Cal Classic tournament with 
a victory in one of two games.
Th e Spartans’ fi rst game took place on Fri-
day in Berkeley, Calif. against the nationally 
ranked California Golden Bears and fell 110-87.
Besides scoring the fi rst basket of the game 
by sophomore forward Jasmine Smith, San 
Jose State was behind for most of the game due 
to Cal’s size advantage.
Cal’s off ensive game was strong through-
out the night, shooting 57 percent (46-of-81) 
from the fl oor.
Th e Bears’ Brittany Boyd recorded a tri-
ple double with 11 points, 12 assists and 
13 rebounds.
From the fi eld, Smith led the Spartans with 
19 points and 5 rebounds and senior guard 
Ta’Rea Cunnigan added 14 points.
One positive note from the Spartan defen-
sive front was the 18 turnovers on the Bears, 
which turned into 21 points.
Th e second and fi nal game for the Spartans 
at the tournament was played on Saturday 
against the Cincinnati Bearcats.
With their best night of off ense this season, 
the Spartans defeated the Bearcats 79-54.
Th e Spartans shot 46 percent from the fi eld 
on 30 of 66, shooting over the Bearcats.
“Our defensive pressure set the tempo for us 
tonight,” Spartan head coach Jamie Craighead 
said to SJSU Athletics. “I felt we got them to play 
faster than they wanted to and did a decent job 
defensively in the fi rst half.”
Smith, Cunnigan and senior forward Re-
becca Woodberry all led the Spartans with 9 
points each while junior center Riana Byrd had 
11 points and 9 rebounds.
Th e Spartans had a commanding 10-point 
lead (44-34) heading into halftime over the 
Bearcats, but that diminished at the beginning 
of the second half as Cincinnati went on an 8-1 
run to slim San Jose State’s lead to 45-42.
Th e strong Spartan defense fi nished the 
Bearcats in the second half by forcing 24 
turnovers and converting the turnovers into 
25 points.
“I think we are starting to understand why 
we do what we do and how we do it,” Craighead 
said to SJSU Athletics. “Sometimes we are go-
ing to make teams play faster than they want 
to. Th e important thing is that we continue to 
play our game.”
Th e Spartans play today against the 
Southern Oregon Raiders in the Event Center 
at 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
After the Spartan’s loss last week at Cal 
State Fullerton, the men’s basketball team re-
turned to Fullerton for the three-day Wooden 
Legacy tournament.
San Jose State had a tough start on Friday 
in the fi rst half as the Washington Huskies 
took an early 8-2 lead with 14:46 left to play. 
Th e Huskies continued their off ensive suc-
cess throughout the fi rst half with two 10-0 
runs and led 40-23 into halftime.
“We have to come out of the gates better 
than that,” Spartan head coach Dave Wojcik 
said to SJSU Athletics. “You can’t get down 
early like that and then fi ght and scratch your 
way back into it.”
Returning to the fl oor in the second half, 
the Spartans fought back but were shutdown 
by the strong defensive play from Husky for-
ward Robert Upshaw, who totaled 8 blocks in 
the game.
Of the Spartans’ 62 shot attempts, they shot 
30 percent from the fi eld compared to the Hus-
kies’ 47 percent.
Th e Spartans were paced by sophomore 
guard Rashad Muhammad’s 15 points and 
senior forward Jaleel William’s 11 points 
and 5 rebounds, but San Jose State lost 78-56 
to the Huskies.
“We came out slow and that’s something we 
have to fi gure out,” Spartan sophomore guard 
Muhammad said to SJSU Athletics. “I feel like I 
was shooting it well tonight, but I need to work 
on being more effi  cient.”
On Saturday, the Spartans fell behind 
early against the Western Michigan Bron-
cos and dropped game two 79-60 of the 
Wooden Legacy.
Th e Spartans struggled to hit shots in the 
fi rst half and found themselves down by 10 to 
the Broncos.
With 5:53 left in the fi rst half though, Wil-
liams hit a big three to cut the Broncos’ lead 
to 19-16.
Th e Broncos went on a 17-5 run and took a 
commanding 36-21 lead into halftime.
“I knew they were going to shoot the ball 
well,” Wojcik said to SJSU Athletics. “Th ey 
have nice pieces on their team that under-
stand their role, and that’s something we have 
to learn from.”
Th e Spartans could not fi nd a way 
to comeback.
Th e Spartans shot 41 percent from the fi eld, 
and were led by junior forward Frank Rogers 
with 17 points on 7 of 10 shooting.
With their second defeat in the Wooden 
Legacy, the Spartans left Fullerton on Sunday, 
traveled to Anaheim to come away with a 69-
54 loss against the Princeton Tigers.
Th e Tigers hit their fi rst fi ve shots of the 
game and the Spartans trailed early shooting 
just 1 for 8 from the fi eld.
With its early struggles, the Spartans man-
aged to comeback and slim the Tigers’ lead to 
one at 20-19 with 6:51 left in the fi rst half.
Th e Tigers fi nished the half on a 10-0 run 
and expanded their lead to 30-19 heading 
into halftime.
One big spark for the Spartans in the sec-
ond half was junior guard Jordan Baker, who 
scored 18 of his 23 points in the second half in-
cluding two of four 3-pointers.
Baker said his career high for 3-pointers 
boosted his confi dence.
“It was bigger for the team,” Baker said to 
SJSU Athletics. “I just felt like we were having 
some diffi  culty scoring the ball and I had the 
hot hand at the time.”
To go along with Baker’s team leading 23 
points, Williams had 8 points with 4 rebounds.
“Th e tournament was awesome,” Wojcik 
said to SJSU Athletics. “It’s going to pay off  for 
us. I don’t know where. Maybe in fi ve or 10 
games or maybe next year.”
Th e Spartans travel to Davis on Wednesday 
to face the UC Davis Aggies at 7 p.m.
Football
Th e San Jose State football team com-
pleted its 2014 season on Saturday and ex-
tended its losing streak to six games in a 39-7 
blowout loss to the San Diego State Aztecs 
in Qualcomm Stadium.
Aztec running back Donnel Pumphrey 
rushed for 267 yards and three touchdowns on 
22 carries to lead San Diego State to its seventh 
win and a bowl berth.
Th e Spartans (3-9, 2-6 Mountain West) 
were nearly shutout before scoring in their 
last drive when junior quarterback Joe Gray 
found freshman tight end Andrew Vollert for 
a 34-yard touchdown with less than a minute 
in the game.
San Jose State played every quarterback on 
its roster in Saturday’s game.
Sophomore Mitch Ravizza quarterback 
was injured early on and replaced by graduate 
student Blake Jurich. Th eir third quarterback 
of the day, Joe Gray, was the only quarterback 
able to score.
San Diego State fi nished the fi rst half with 
a 21-0 lead.
Th e Spartans only mustered 111 rushing 
yards on 30 carries with six diff erent play-
ers and 133 passing yards with four diff erent 
quarterbacks. A combined 244 yards of total 
off ense was a season-low for San Jose State.
San Jose State failed to clinch a bowl 
berth for its second consecutive season. Th e 
Spartans last played in the Military Bowl 
in 2012 where they beat the Bowling Green 
Falcons 29-20.
Information compiled from SJSU Athletics.
Beverly Ukpabi is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer.
Austin Ginn | SJSU Athletics
Spartan senior guard Ta’Rea Cunnigan dribbles up court against UC Santa Cruz on Nov. 9.
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